
Year 3 and 4 Red Words (tricky words) to learn this year 

Red words (also known as common exception words) are words which cannot be broken down and segmented into sounds to help you spell them. They are words which simply need 
to be learned as they are. Throughout the year your child will learn to read and write these words.  

Please practise the words which coincide with the coloured reading book your child is currently learning.  

Red  Green Purple Pink 
a               
I  
of 
put              

the 
no 
my  
he 

your            are 
you             be 
said 
 

to 
me 
go 
baby 

I’ve             she 
we              some 
all              call 
I’m              so  
want            her 

Orange Yellow Blue Grey 
what        I’ll 
do           was 
they         old 
 
 

saw 
watch 
school 
were 
who 

tall 
one 
brother 
there 
any 

fall 
where 
small 
their 

does 
other 
two 
could 
would 

over 
wasn’t 
ball 
through 
once 

son 
whole  
people 
water 
anyone 

should 
come 
many 
mother 
above 

buy 
bought 
great         
father 

someone 
another 
walk 
here 

Year 3 and 4 additional common exception words to learn 
accident(ally)  
actual(ly)  
address  
answer  
appear  
arrive  
believe  
bicycle  
breath  
breathe  
build  
busy/business 
calendar  
caught  
centre  
century  
certain  

circle  
complete  
consider  
continue  
decide  
describe  
different  
difficult  
disappear  
early  
earth  
eight/eighth  
enough  
exercise  
experience  
experiment  
extreme  

famous  
favourite  
February  
forward(s)  
fruit  
grammar  
group  
guard  
guide  
heard  
heart  
height  
history  
imagine 
increase  
important  
interest  

island  
knowledge  
learn  
length  
library  
material  
medicine  
mention  
minute  
natural  
naughty  
notice  
occasion(ally)  
often  
opposite  
ordinary  
particular  

peculiar  
perhaps  
popular  
position  
possess(ion)  
possible  
potatoes  
pressure  
probably  
promise  
purpose  
quarter  
question  
recent  
regular  
reign  
 

remember  
sentence  
separate  
special  
straight  
strange  
strength  
suppose  
surprise  
therefore  
though/although  
thought  
through  
various  
weight  
woman/women 

 


