
Year 2 Red Words (tricky words) to learn this year 

Red words (also known as common exception words) are words which cannot be broken down and segmented into sounds to help you spell them. They are 
words which simply need to be learned as they are. Throughout the year your child will learn to read and write these words.  

Please practise the words which coincide with the coloured reading book your child is currently learning.  

Red  Green Purple Pink 

a               
I  
of 
put              

the 
no 
my  
he 

your            are 
you             be 
said 
 

to 
me 
go 
baby 

I’ve             she 
we              some 
all              call 
I’m              so  
want            her 

Orange Yellow Blue Grey 
what        I’ll 
do           was 
they         old 
 
 

saw 
watch 
school 
were 
who 

tall 
one 
brother 
there 
any 

fall 
where 
small 
their 

does 
other 
two 
could 
would 

over 
wasn’t 
ball 
through 
once 

son 
whole  
people 
water 
anyone 

should 
come 
many 
mother 
above 

buy 
bought 
great         
father 

someone 
another 
walk 
here 

Year 2 additional common exception words to learn 

door 
floor 
poor 
because 
find 
kind 
behind 
wild  
child 

children 
old 
cold 
gold 
hold 
told 
even  
every 
everybody 

great 
class 
grass 
pass 
after 
both 
fast 
last 
past 

plant 
path 
bath 
most 
hour 
move 
prove 
improve 
sure 

only 
climb  
eye 
many  
clothes 
busy 
sugar 
pretty 
beautiful 

half 
money 
Mr 
Mrs 
parents  
again 
break 
 

 


