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Collingwood Primary - Whole School Music Overview 

	
	Autumn
	Spring
	Summer

	Nursery
(Sing up)
	Autumn 1
Let’s be friends
This unit is all about making friends, turn-taking, sharing, working together, and building confidence and unity in a classroom full of new faces. We’ll be using:
· 2 songs – Hello, let’s go and Let’s be friends
· 1 circle time ‘chant’ – The high 5 chant
· 1 circle time instrument activity – Pass the secret round
· 1 small group activity – Let’s be composers!
	Spring 1
This is Me
This unit is all about exploring who we are! How we say hello, how old we are, our families, our likes and dislikes, and what makes us special and unique. 
In this unit, we’ll be using:
· 1 welcome song – I say hello like this
· 2 warm-up songs – The family song  and Questions 
· 2 songs – Yes I can!  and We’re all amazing
· 1 musical activity – This is me, I am 3
	Summer 1
I’ve got feelings
This unit is all about exploring our feelings and emotions. Music is an incredible tool to express our feelings through song, which we will do in some of the songs and warm ups, but we’ll also be exploring the breadth of different emotions through sounds and music that we listen to. What do certain sounds make us feel? How could we express our own feelings through the sounds and music that we make?
In this unit, we’ll be using:
· 1 welcome song – How are you? 
· 1 focus builder – A stormy soundscape
· 2 songs – Happy happy happy and I’ve got feelings 
· 1 musical activity – Musical feelings 

	
	Autumn 2
Travel and Movement
This unit is all about different ways that we can move and travel from one place to another. Whether we move our bodies in different ways to get around, or if we get on a train, bus, or car… What about if we could fly? Let’s see where our imaginations take us! In this unit, we’ll be using:
· 1 warm-up rhythm chant – How did you get to school today?
· 2 songs – This is my walking song and Get on the train.
· 1 listening, mindfulness activity – How would it feel?
· 1 group listening and instrumental song – Red, red scooter
	Autumn 2
Animal Tea Party
This unit is all about an animal tea party! We’ll be asking the children to invite their own cuddly toys, as well as baking some delicious cakes for the party. We’ll also be exploring animal movements and sounds, and will be discovering some musical terms through the song and activity Bang my drum.
In this unit, we’ll be using:
· 1 physical warm-up – I see animals!
· 1 circle time song – Animal circle time
· 2 songs – Bake, bake, bake and Animal tea party 
· 2 musical activities – Animal rhythms and Bang my drum 

	Summer 2
Let’s Jam
This unit is all about developing our love for music, exploring different sounds and instruments, as well as playing together as a ‘band’ and in small groups. In a culture where often being a ‘singer’ or a musician is associated with TV auditions, pop stars, and celebrities, we want to emphasise the importance of enjoying music for music’s sake! There’s so much joy to be found in taking part in ensembles, singing together, and freedom in playing freely through improvisation. Having fun making music can have a huge impact on cohesion of your class, and the wellbeing of the children. 
In this unit, we’ll be using:
· 1 welcome song – Tap your name
· 1 warm-up – This is what it sounds like
· 1 song – Let’s jam!
· 3 musical instrument activities – Who’s in the band, Shake and stop, and Drum kit


	Reception
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	Autumn 1
I’ve got a grumpy face
The song I’ve got a grumpy face explores emotions and feelings using the voice and facial expressions. It provides the starting point for experimenting with timbre using voices and instruments, and composing new verses.
· Lesson 1: Learn the song and think about how we show feelings and emotions in music.
· Lesson 2: Compose new lyrics and actions for the song.
· Lesson 3: Explore sounds (timbre) to reflect feelings and emotion.


The Sorcerer’s Apprentice

This unit is based around the piece The sorcerer’s apprentice, by Paul Dukas. Pupils will explore how music can tell a story and will be supported in identifying elements of music within a piece, such as dynamics (loud/quiet) and tempo (fast/slow). They will have the chance to compose using percussion instruments and respond creatively to music in the form of movement and writing. 
· Lesson 1: Move to music.
· Lesson 2: Exploring classroom percussion instruments.
· Lesson 3: Explore the story of Fantasia and create a new version as a class.
	Spring 1
Cuckoo Polka
This listening unit is based on the theme of birdsong. Encourage your pupils to explore their voices by imitating the sounds of birds. Play a simple singing game based on the two-note ‘cuckoo call’. Sharpen the children’s listening skills with a game of bird spotting: listening out for the ‘cuckoo call’ in Johann Strauss II’s lively Cuckoo polka. Then enjoy some expressive movement by encouraging the children to fly free to Vaughan Williams’s The lark ascending. 

Shake my Sillies Out

A catchy, alliterative ‘wake up, shake up’ song with actions, perfect for exploring pulse work. Use it to explore tempo, timbre, and playing with sounds. Go on to create a sound story with classroom percussion.
· Lesson 1: Sing an action song observing contrasting speeds.
· Lesson 2: Play a rhythmic accompaniment on percussion instruments.
· Lesson 3: Choose percussion instruments to represent the range of sounds in a story.
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	Summer 1
Down There Under the Sea
Down there under the sea paints a musical picture of marine life. The song and unit activities are great for exploring sea-themed soundscapes, composing new lyrics, creating instrumental sea accompaniments, and responding to music with movement.

It’s Oh So Quiet
This unit is all about dynamics. We’ll be listening to a fantastic and dynamically exciting song by the singer Björk called It’s oh so quiet, as well as experiencing dynamics for ourselves with our bodies, voices, and with instruments. We’ll get creative with using dynamics for dramatic effect and tune our ears into listening for dynamic sounds in our everyday lives at home and at school.
· Lesson 1: Move to the music and understand dynamics.
· Lesson 2: Explore dynamics through instruments.
· Lesson 3: Creating characters and stories related to dynamics.



	
	Autumn 2
Witch, Witch
The unit is based around a call-and-response singing game that uses a simple and repetitive four-note tune to support the development of pitch matching. Pupils will also explore a range of voices, adopting different roles, and create simple accompaniments as a group.
· Lesson 1: Listen and pitch match a call-and-response song.
· Lesson 2: Sing with a range of voices to adopt different roles and characters.
· Lesson 3: Improvise, compose, and play a simple accompaniment using percussion instruments.


Row, Row, Row your Boat
Row, row, row your boat is a traditional song with rowing actions to mark the beat of the music. In this unit, pupils will explore a range of ways in which to experience the beat, identify and sing notes that move in step and leap, compose their own lyrics, and play a range of percussion instruments.
	Spring 2
Up and Down
Up and down is a gentle action song with a rising and falling melody ideal for exploring pitch. In this unit, pupils will sing songs in steps using accompanying actions, and will go on to compose new lyrics and play simple melodies on pitched instruments.

Five Fine Bumble Bees
Five fine bumble bees is a counting song with bags of ‘buzz’! In this unit, children will learn to sing the song in call-and-response, and there are opportunities for adding percussion and creating minibeast soundscapes. The activities in the unit are great for understanding changes in tempo and going on to responding to music through movement.
	Summer 2
Slap, Clap, Clap
Slap clap clap is a rhythmic action song in waltz time, great for using to support coordination and aid concentration, and also for creating body percussion patterns and playing rhythms with untuned instruments. This song lends itself to playing clapping games and listening to a range of music in 3/4 time.

Bow, Bow, Bow, Belinda
This unit is based around a traditional North American song with accompanying partner dance. Children will learn the song and dance, play an accompaniment on tuned and untuned percussion instruments, and compose and perform new lyrics and actions.

	Year 1
(Charanga)
	Autumn 1
Hey You! (Old School Hip Hop) Option to make up (compose) your own rap or words to the existing rap, that could link to any topic in school, graffiti art, literacy, break dancing or 80s Hip Hop culture in general. Historical context of musical styles.

	Spring 1 
In The Groove (Blues, Latin, Folk, Funk, Baroque, Bhangra) - Blues, Latin, Folk, Funk, Baroque, Bhangra that link to history, geography, countries and cultures. Ourselves. Historical context of musical styles.

	Summer 1 
Your Imagination (Film, Pop, Musicals) Using your imagination and creating your own lyrics.


	
	Autumn 2
Rhythm In The Way We Walk and Banana Rap (Reggae, Hip Hop) Action songs that link to the foundations of music.
	Spring 2
Round And Round  (Latin Bossa Nova, Film music, Big Band Jazz, Mash up, Latin fusion Latin American style of music) – Countries from around the world. Film music. Historical context of musical styles.
	Summer 2
Reflect, Rewind and Replay (Western Classical Music and your choice from Year 1) Think about the history of music in context, listen to some Western Classical music and place the music from the units you have worked through, in their correct time and space. Consolidate the foundations of the language of music.

	Year 2
(Charanga)
	Autumn 1 
Hands, Feet, Heart (South African styles South African music and Freedom Songs). Nelson Mandela as a famous and influential person in our lifetimes. Historical context of musical styles. 

	Spring 1
I Wanna Play In A Band (Rock) Teamwork, working together. The Beatles. Historical context of musical styles.

	Summer 1 
Friendship Song (Pop, Soul, Film, Musicals) Friendship and being kind to one another.


	
	Autumn 2
Ho Ho Ho Christmas, (Big Band, Motown, Elvis, Freedom Songs Christmas). Literacy - Christmas vocabulary. Historical context of musical styles.

	Spring 2
Zootime (Reggae) Animals, poetry and the historical context of musical styles.


	Summer 2 
Reflect, Rewind and Replay (Western Classical Music and your choice from Year 2) Think about the history of music in context, listen to some Western Classical music and place the music from the units you have worked through, in their correct time and space. Consolidate the foundations of the language of music.

	Year 3
(Charanga)
	Autumn 1 
Let Your Spirit Fly (R&B, Western Classical, Musicals, Motown, Soul) Historical context of musical styles.

	Spring 1 
Three Little Birds (Reggae) Animals, Jamaica, poetry and the historical context of musical styles.

	Summer 1 
Bringing Us Together (Disco/Anthem) Music unites us, friendship, kindness.


	
	Autumn 2 
Glockenspiel Stage 1 Learning basic instrumental skills by playing tunes in varying styles Introduction to the language of music, theory and composition.

	Spring 2 
The Dragon Song (Music from around the world) Friendship, kindness, acceptance, the environment, creativity.
	Summer 2 
Reflect, Rewind and Replay (Western Classical Music and your choice from Year 3) Think about the history of music in context, listen to some Western Classical music and place the music from the units you have worked through, in their correct time and space. Consolidate the foundations of the language of music.

	Year 4
(Charanga)
	Autumn 1 
Mamma Mia ABBA Structure of songs linked to literacy. (Music and styles of the 70s and 80s,) analysing performance, Sweden as a country.

	Spring 1 
Stop! (Grime, Classical, Bhangra, Tango, Latin Fusion) Composition, bullying.


	Summer 1 
Blackbird (The Beatles) Civil rights. The development of Pop music.



	
	Autumn 2 
Glockenspiel Stage 2 Learning basic instrumental skills by playing tunes in varying styles Introduction to the language of music, theory and composition.
	Spring 2 
Lean On Me (Gospel) Gospel in its historical context eg from Beethoven to slavery, Elvis to the Urban Gospel of Beyoncé and different choirs like the London Community Gospel Choir. Analysing performance.

	Summer 2 
Reflect, Rewind and Replay (Western Classical Music and your choice from Year 4) Option to look at all the extension activities documents. Think about the history of music in context, listen to some Western Classical Music and place the music from the units you have worked through, in their correct time and space. Consolidate the foundations of the language of music.


	Year 5
(Charanga)
	Autumn 1 
Livin' On A Prayer (Rock) How rock music developed from the Beatles onwards. Analysing performance.


	Spring 1 
Make You Feel My Love (Pop Ballads) Historical context for ballads.


	Summer 1 
Dancing In The Street (Motown)The history of Motown and its importance in the development of Popular music. Civil rights.



	
	Autumn 2 
Classroom Jazz 1 (Jazz) History of music - Jazz in its historical context

	Spring 2 
The Fresh Prince of Bel Air (Hip Hop) Option to make up (compose) own rap or words to the existing rap, that could link to any topic in school, graffiti art, literacy, break dancing and 80s Hip hop culture in general. Historical context of musical styles.

	Summer 2 
Reflect, Rewind and Replay (Western Classical Music and your choice from Year 5) Think about the history of music in context, listen to some Western Classical music and place the music from the units you have worked through, in their correct time and space. Consolidate the foundations of the language of music.

	Year 6
(Charanga)
	Autumn 1 
Happy (Pop/Motown) What makes us happy? Video/project with musical examples.

	Spring 1 
Benjamin Britten - A New Year Carol Benjamin Britten (Western Classical Music), Gospel, Bhangra. Literacy and history, Britten100.org, www.fridayafternoons.co.uk. The historical context of Gospel music and Bhangra.
	Summer 1 
Music and Me
Focusing on inspirational women working in music, and part of Brighter Sound’s pioneering gender equality initiative.

	


	Autumn 2 
Classroom Jazz 2 (Jazz, Latin, Blues) History of music - Jazz in its historical context
	Spring 2 
You've Got A Friend (The music of Carole King) Her importance as a female composer in the world of popular music

	Summer 2 
Reflect, Rewind and Replay (Western Classical Music and your choice from Year 6) Think about the history of music in context, listen to some Western Classical music and place the music from the units you have worked through, in their correct time and space. Consolidate the foundations of the language of music.
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